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Lowther School Charter
Lowther Primary School is a positive, supportive and caring environment, in which everyone feels valued and
secure.
Our School is a dynamic place, full of fun and passion for all aspects of learning, where everyone is inspired
to work their hardest to achieve high standards and fulfil their potential.
We are at the heart of our local community and have an awareness of the world that encourages respect for
everyone’s needs, beliefs and cultures.
In this way Lowther Primary School strives to develop happy, healthy, confident individuals, who are well
motivated, with the skills and knowledge to make their unique contribution to the world.

1

Introduction

1.1

All education during school hours is free. We do not charge for any activity undertaken as part of
the National Curriculum, with the exception of some individual or small-group music tuition.

2

Voluntary contributions

2.1

When organising school trips or visits to enrich the curriculum and the educational experience of the
children, the school invites parents to contribute to the cost. All contributions are voluntary. If we
do not receive sufficient voluntary contributions, we may cancel a trip. If a trip goes ahead, it may
include children whose parents have not paid any contribution. We do not treat these children
differently from any others.

2.2

The 1996 Education Act draws a distinction between the term ‘charges’ which are considered to be
an obligatory cost and ‘voluntary contributions’ which are self-explanatory.

2.3

Subsidies from various sources e.g. General Fund, PTA, Barnes Workhouse, voluntary organisations,
will be considered to cover deficits. Surplus finance will be used via school fund for the benefit of
the children.
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2.4

Whenever possible, the school will give sufficient notice to allow parent/carers to pay by
instalments.

2.5

If a parent wishes their child to take part in a school trip or event, but is unwilling or unable to make
a voluntary contribution, we do allow the child to participate fully in the trip or activity. Sometimes
the school pays additional costs in order to support the visit. Parents have a right to know how each
trip is funded. The school provides this information on request.

2.6

The following is a list of additional activities, organised by the school, which require voluntary
contributions from parents. These activities are known as ‘optional extras’. This list is not
exhaustive:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Visits to museums
Sporting activities
Outdoor adventure activities
Visits to or by a theatre company
School trips
Musical events
Transport

3

Residential visits

3.1

If the school organises a residential visit in school time, or mainly in school time, which is to provide
education directly related to the National Curriculum, we do not make any charge for the education
or travel expenses. However, we do make a charge to cover the costs of board and lodging. Parents
of children who receive free school meals are offered the option to obtain a grant from Barnes
Workhouse Fund.

4

Music Tuition

4.1

All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum. We do not charge for this.

4.2

There is a charge for individual or small-group tuition, since this is an additional curriculum activity,
and not part of the National Curriculum. These individual or small-group lessons are taught by
peripatetic music teachers. We make a charge for these lessons. We give parents information
about additional music tuition at the start of each academic year.

5

Swimming

5.1

The school organises swimming lessons for children in Key Stage 2. These take place in school time
and are part of the National Curriculum. We ask for a small contribution to pay for the lifeguard.
We inform parents when these lessons are to take place, and we ask parents for their written
permission for their child to take part.

6

Lunch time/After School Sport and Creative Activities

6.1

The school offers additional activities after school and during lunch breaks. We reserve the right to
make a small charge for these sessions.
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7

Applications for Private and independent schools

7.1

If a parent applies for a private or independent school for their child and paperwork is sent
from that school requesting that Lowther fill in a report on the child there are two options.
Option 1 – Lowther will forward on to the school the child’s last academic year report – this
will be done free of charge
Option 2 – The child’s class teacher will complete the form sent by the new school (or can
write a new up to date report) within two weeks of receiving the form from the school. This
will incur an administration cost of £20 per form. This is payable in advance by the parent
directly to Lowther school.

POLICY REVIEW
Monitoring, reviewing and assessing impact
This policy will be monitored by the governing body and reviewed every two years, or earlier in the light of any
changed circumstances, either in our school or in the local area. The policy will always take due note of
guidance provided by the local Admissions Forum.
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