
  

 

 

Music Development Plan Summary — Lowther Primary School 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2026-27 

Date this summary was published September 2026 

Date this summary will be reviewed July 2027 

Curriculum 2014 National Curriculum 

Name of the school music lead Rachael Francis 

Name of local music hub Richmond AfC 

Name of other music education organisation Richmond Music Trust 

 

Part A: Curriculum Music 

Music is taught through termly units, with approximately one lesson each week. 
This provision enables pupils to develop their musical understanding through 
practical activities, including singing, listening, performing and composition, in 
line with the expectations of the 2014 National Curriculum. 

The school’s curriculum map provides a progression of musical experiences 
across the year groups. Pupils encounter singing, tuned and untuned percussion, 
recorders, flutes, composition, music appreciation and opportunities to listen to 
both recorded and live music from a range of styles and traditions. This supports 
the development of musical vocabulary, notation, ensemble skills, creativity and 
confidence. 

Aims: 

●​ Protect the weekly music lesson allocation so that pupils experience regular 
and progressive musical learning throughout the year. 
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●​ Continue to sequence and revisit performing, composing, listening and 
appraising skills, ensuring that pupils’ musical knowledge and practical 
fluency develop progressively from the Early Years Foundation Stage to 
Year 6. 

●​ Strengthen assessment opportunities through practical demonstrations, 
recordings, pupil reflection and teacher observation, rather than relying 
primarily on written work. 

Part B: Co-curricular Music Opportunities 

Lowther Primary School provides a range of co-curricular opportunities that 
enable pupils to develop their musical interests beyond curriculum lessons. These 
include a school choir, class singing and performances throughout the year, 
including Arts Week and talent shows. 

Pupils also have opportunities to learn instruments at different stages of their 
primary education. Year 2 and 3 pupils learn the recorder, Year 4 pupils learn 
toots, and Year 5 pupils learn the flute. Year 5 pupils take part in the Barnes 
Singing Festival at St Paul’s. The school choir also performs with Richmond Music 
Trust at the Rose Theatre in Kingston, giving pupils valuable experience of 
performing in a professional venue and collaborating with other musicians. 

Aims: 

●​ Monitor participation in clubs, instrumental opportunities and 
performances to ensure that disadvantaged pupils, pupils with special 
educational needs and disabilities, beginners and more advanced 
musicians all have equitable access. 

●​ Provide clear progression routes from class singing and instrumental 
opportunities into the choir, ensembles and further musical activities. 

●​ Offer pupils a wider range of musical roles, such as composing, arranging, 
conducting, sound management and event support, alongside performing. 

Part C: Musical Experiences in School 

Pupils at Lowther Primary School can take part in a Rocksteady music club, with 
places available for pupils eligible for pupil premium funding. This provides an 
inclusive opportunity for pupils to develop ensemble skills, confidence and 
musical independence in a contemporary band setting. 

We have a yearly visit from a member of the NYO who performs for the pupils so 
they have the opportunity to hear a live performance of an instrument. Most 
recently the double bass. This was followed up by workshops for all the children. 
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The school also facilitates private music lessons, enabling pupils to receive more 
individualised tuition and develop their skills on a chosen instrument or through 
singing. Together, these opportunities complement the curriculum and support 
pupils who wish to pursue music in greater depth. 

Aims: 

●​ Review participation and progression in Rocksteady and private music 
lessons, including access for pupils eligible for pupil premium funding and 
those who may need reasonable adjustments. 

●​ Create regular opportunities for pupils involved in these activities to share 
their music with others through assemblies, informal concerts or recorded 
performances. 

●​ Consider linking individual tuition and Rock Steady activities with the school 
choir, class performances and local music hub opportunities to create a 
coherent pathway for continued musical participation. 

In the Future 

The school plans to audit its musical instruments and purchase high-quality 
resources where necessary. This will help to ensure that pupils have access to 
suitable, well-maintained instruments that support effective practical 
music-making and enable whole-class participation. 

The school also intends to develop the resources in the music room and advance 
staff continuing professional development in the teaching of composition. These 
priorities will strengthen the quality of the learning environment and support 
teachers in delivering creative, purposeful and progressively challenging 
composition activities. 

Aims: 

●​ Use the instrument audit to identify priorities for repair, replacement and 
expansion, including tuned and untuned percussion, melodic instruments, 
recording equipment and resources that support pupils with additional 
needs. 

●​ Develop a planned music-room resource budget covering secure storage, 
maintenance, accessibility and digital music-making equipment. 

●​ Provide composition-focused staff training through the local music hub or 
Richmond Music Trust, with opportunities for teachers to share planning, 
observe effective practice and evaluate pupils’ musical outcomes. 

This Music Development Plan reflects our commitment to providing a high-quality, 
inclusive music education, ensuring that every pupil has the opportunity to 
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develop their musical talents and engage with music in a meaningful and 
inspiring way. 
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